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CLAIMS 

5. (Proposed Amendment) A method for controlling congestion in a network having a 
plurality of switching points, comprising: 

maintaining a plurality of service level agreements (SLAs) at a first switching point, each 
SLA having a corresponding minimum data rate; 

transmitting data packets received at th« W rTrh|t rnnripnn|1|n£ . t) . | , ^ 

SLA at or above the rninimum data rate in accordance with the respective SLA; 

receiving a message &pttTjfftl 4j^rst switching ^ t0 mdicate 
that traffic between a sourceindTd^flHatiot istonJ 




adjusting a data rate aj^uj^^e|^^ 
destination, are output from the first switching point in response to receiving the message to 
reduce the congestion. 
10. [Similar amendment as claim 5] 

14. (Proposed Amendment) A method of controlling congestion among a plurality of 
switching points, comprising: 

managing a plurality of service level agreements (SLAs) specifying a minimum data rate 
of transmission for packets corresponding to each SLA, at each switching point; 

sending a message from a downstream switching pomt.to an upstream switching point to 
cause the upstream switching point to reduce a data rate at which packets associated with a 
specific SLA to be forwarded hv the un«rr» gm ,w,^.v. r ^ „ output ^ me upstream 
switching point to a device downstream from the downstream switching point; and 

sending a message from the downstream switching point to the upstream switching point 
to cause the upstream switching point to increase the data rate at which packets associated with 



Application No.: 09/189,819 

Attorney Docket No.: 002717J»033 5 Examiner P. Tran 

Art Unit: 2666 



PACE 2/4 * RCVD AT 5/280004 5:1 1 :26 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] • 6VR:USPTO-EFXRF-2/1 • DNIS:746598S • CSID: 5036709084 * DURATION (mm-ss):01-56 



05/28/04 14:12 FAX 5036709084 



BSTZ 



(2)003 



the specific SLA are output from the upstream switching point to the device downstream from 

the downstream switching point. 

16. (Proposed Amendment) A system comprising: 

a first switching point to receive date puto^ transmit the data packets to »nnth>r 
switching point, manage service level agreements (SLAs) specifying a minimum data rate for 
packets corresponding to the SLA, and send a message to indicate that traffic between a source 
and a destination is congested; and 

a second switching P<^|W^^th^^ 
specifying a minimum data rat fc^kS^rr^MgVtle^SLA, transmit packets from the 
second switching point in aoj^JjjyP Qtj^i^hgessage from the first switching 
point, and reduce a data raie at which packets corresponding to an SLA indicated in the message, 
destined for the destination, are output from the second switching device in response to receiving 
the message. 

19. (Proposed Amendment) A method for controlling congestion in a network having a 
plurality of switching points, comprising: 

maintaining a plurality of service level agreements (SLAs) at a switching point, each 
SLA having a corresponding minimum data rate; 

receiving data packets corresponding to at least one of the SLAs ; 

detecting congestion for data packets corresponding to the at least one of the SLAs; and 

sending a message from the switching point to indicate the congestion to an upstream 
switching point that routes packets from a smir^ to cause the upstream switching point to 
adjust a data rate at, which packets corresponding to the at least one of the SLAs are output from 
the upstream switching point in response to the message. 
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